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NEWS
Only fair to protect vulnerable in S’pore against Covid-19 spread by unvaccinated people - Salma Khalik
// The Straits Times
Calls for greater restrictions on wilfully unvaccinated individuals for the sake of easing restrictions for
vaccinated individuals.
End-of-life care should not simply be about prolonging a painful death - Polly Toynbee // The Guardian
Argues that delaying death as long as possible is not as important as ensuring comfort and painlessness in
death.
Three in four Britons back assisted dying for terminally ill - poll - Harriet Sherwood // The Guardian
Details recent polling that shows heavy support for regulated legalisation of assisted dying.
Different approaches to making and testing change in healthcare - Greg Ogrinc, Mary Dolanski, Amy J.
Berman, et al. // The British Medical Journal
Calls for greater exploitation of the synergies between quality improvement and implementation science in
improving care.

PU BL I CAT IO N S
Unethical informed consent caused by overlooking poorly measured nocebo effects - Jeremy Howick //
Journal of Medical Ethics
Argues that nocebo effects must be measured using control groups, and that the principle of nonmaleficence must be taken into account alongside autonomy when obtaining informed consent.
Limits of remote working: the ethical challenges in conducting Mental Health Act assessments during
COVID-19 - Lisa Schölin, Moira Connolly, Graham Morgan, et al. // Journal of Medical Ethics
Discusses the ethical and legal issues exposed by allowing remote assessments under the Mental Health
Act, and the limits to when it is not considered ethical to do such assessments.
Individual and ‘national’ healthcare rights: Analysing the potential conflicts - Michael Da Silva //
Bioethics
Analyses the relationship between individual and collective health rights, arguing that genuine conflicts are
rare, with individual rights tending to take precedence over national rights in relation to healthcare.
Three kinds of decision-making capacity for refusing medical interventions - Mark Christopher Navin,
Abram L. Brummett, and Jason Adam Wasserman // The American Journal of Bioethics
Argues that certain patient refusals can be capacitated without meeting the strict criteria of the standard
account of decision-making capacity.
Ethics consultation for adult solid organ transplantation candidates and recipients: A single centre
experience - Andrew Courtwright, Kim S. Erler, Julia I. Bandini, et al. // Journal of Biomedical Inquiry
Systematic study of the intersection of ethics consultation services and solid organ transplants and
recipients can identify and illustrate ethical issues that arise in the clinical care of these patients, including
challenges betyond resource allocation.
Constitution of “the already dying”: The emergence of voluntary assisted dying in Victoria - Courtney
Hempton and Catherine Mills // Journal of Biomedical Inquiry
Argues that the Victorian framework for assisted dying is problematic, making doctors the gatekeepers
of life-ending choices, and limiting the realisation of autonomy and the end of life. Potentially relevant to
arguments in the local context surrounding assisted dying.

BLO G S
Healthcare, Responsibility, and Golden Opportunities - Gabriel De Marco // Practical Ethics
Argues for a policy of Golden Opportunities in distribution healthcare resources.
Coervice vaccination: Using the ‘seat belt analogy’ is not effective - Iñigo de Miguel Beriain // JME Blog
Rebuts Giubilini and Savulescu’s seat belt analogy which supports coercive vaccination.
How to apply the MCA criteria more transparently and reliably - Scott Kim, Nuala Kane, Alex Ruck Keene
et al. // JME Blog
Details how the application of the MCA could be improved to be more transparent and reliable with three
recommendations.
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