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NEWS
Commentary: Should countries offer COVID-19 boosters when half the world waits for a first jab? - Nancy
S. Jecker // Channel News Asia
The ethics of offering booster shots to healthy, vaccinated adults in rich countries amidst inequitable vaccine
distribution in LMIC countries.
Woman with Down’s syndrome loses UK abortion law case - Alexandra Topping // The Guardian
Validity of the controversial 1967 legislation which permits late-term abortions, if the foetus presents with
Down’s syndrome, has been upheld.
The scandal of vaccine inequity - Vikram Khanna // The Straits Times
Short-sightedness, trade and economic downturn, and restrictions on production amongst list of possible
reasons for the global inequities in vaccine uptake and supply.
Appeal court overturns UK puberty blockers ruling for under-16s - Haroon Siddique // The Guardian
Contentious Tavistock decision holding that children under 16 years of age are incapable of providing
informed consent to puberty blocking drugs, overruled by UK Court of Appeal.
Booster Bandits are walking a fine line - Rachel Gutman // The Atlantic
Taking a booster if qualified, may not amount to an ethical violation now. But lying about underlying health
conditions to illegally get the shot will.

PU BL I CAT IO N S
Religious Perspectives on Precision Medicine in Singapore - Hui Jin Toh, Angela Ballantyne, Serene Ong,
et al. // Asian Bioethics Review
A report on the outcomes of a knowledge exchange workshop with religious authorities in Singapore, and
their perspectives on precision medicine.
Balancing incentives and disincentives for vaccination in a pandemic - Julian Savulescu, Jonathan Pugh,
and Dominic Wilkinson // Nature Medicine
Offering payments to incentivise vaccination may be ethically preferable to mandating them.
Must Consent Be Informed? Patient rights, state authority, and the moral basis of the physician’s duties
of disclosure - Robert McDougall // Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal
The author expands on a Kantian account of moral justification for a physician’s legal duty of disclosure.
Practical ethical challenges and moral distress among staff in a hospital COVID-19 screening service George P Drewett, Grace Gibney, and Danielle Ko // Internal Medicine Journal
A discussion of hypothetical cases on moral injury and distress, and the downstream effects on front-line
healthcare staff involved in COVID-19 screening services.
Withholding the Heimlich Maneuver: Ethical Considerations - Laura Madigan-McCown // Journal of
Clinical Ethics
Can the Heimlich manuever be withheld as part of an advance directive or DNR order? Probably not.
The recording of mental health consultations by patients: clinical, ethical and legal considerations Thomas Hewson, Seri Abraham, Nathan Randles, et al. // BJPsych Bulletin
Recording healthcare consultations offers various benefits, but adequate guidelines are required to avoid
risks to privacy and safety of individuals involved.

BLO G S
The double ethical mistake of vaccinating children against COVID-19 - Alberto Giublini // Practical Ethics
Children cannot be a means to achieving larger (and at times misplaced) public health objectives.
Is it okay to abort just one of the twin fetuses? - Joona Räsänen // Journal of Medical Ethics Blog
When the alternative to the morally contested issue of fetal reduction is to abort both/all fetuses, the moral
dilemma continues.
Should Covid Vaccination Status Be Used to Make Triage Decisions? - Voo Teck Chuan, Abigail E. Lowe,
Alva O. Ferdinand, et al. // Hastings Bioethics Forum
The authors argue that using vaccination status as a first-order criterion in ICU triage policies is neither
clinically nor ethically justified at present.
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