
How to respond to the ‘moral distress’ of the COVID-19 pandemic - Deborah Tregunno and Tracy J. 
Trothen // The Conversation
The need to acknowledge, understand, and normalise sharing internal and external experiences, in order to 
counter moral distress during COVID-19. 

Down syndrome’s continuing ethical and legal tests - Chong Siow Ann // The Straits Times
Balancing the choice to keep a child with down syndrome and the ethics of abortion when the condition is 
non-lethal and compatible with life. 

Can employers mandate vaccination in workplaces? - Kala Anandarajah & Alvin Tan Yong Joon // Business 
Times
Less stringent measures to encourage voluntary vaccinations amongst employees have better standing in 
law and ethics than mandates. 

Is It OK to ask healthcare providers if they’re vaccinated? - Kwame Anthony Appiah // The New York 
Times
Vaccination status can be relevant to assessing the risks of social interaction, and patients have the right to 
know. 

Covid-19 wave makes clear the world cries out for moral leadership - Lydia Lim // The Straits Times
Vaccine nationalism and stockpiling by the wealthiest nations when variants and deaths are worsening in 
poorer countries, presents a moral failing. 

A tragic death is a reminder that unnecessary tests have the potential to cause harm - Ranjana Srivastava 
// The Guardian
The convenience of medical tests and screening methods must be replaced with adequate symptom 
management and detailed assessments of the risks and benefits of these tests.
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Ethics of digital contact tracing wearables - Owen Schaefer and Angela Ballantyne // Journal of Medical 
Ethics
‘Wearables’ can ensure fair access to potential benefits of digital contact tracing with arguably less privacy 
risks, than smartphone apps. 

Patients, clinicians and open notes: information blocking as a case of epistemic injustice - Charlotte 
Blease, Catherine DesRoches, Maria Hägglund, et al. // Journal of Medical Ethics
The authors argue in favour of open notes as resistance to sharing clinical notes with patients borders on 
epistemic injustice. 

Time for the ethical management of COVID-19 vaccines - Agnes Binagwaho, Kedest Mathewos, and 
Sheila Davis // The Lancet Global Health
The ethical inclusion of vulnerable groups in vaccine development and distribution processes can influence 
favourable outcomes for future healthcare provision in general. 

Taking stock of the availability and functions of National Ethics Committees worldwide - Patrik Hummel, 
Taghreed Adam, Andreas Reis, et al. // BMC Medical Ethics
An analysis of data and publications pertaining to the availability, functions and deliberations of 124 
National Ethics Committees in 100 countries. 

Dying well in nursing homes during COVID-19 and beyond: The need for a relational and familial ethic - 
Jennifer A. Parks and Maria Howard // Bioethics
A feminist, relational approach to the ethic of care as more reflective of the lived experiences of elderly 
nursing home residents. 

Mitochondrial Replacement Techniques, the Non-Identity Problem, and Genetic Parenthood - William 
Simkulet // Asian Bioethics Review
The author argues that the use of MRTs to pursue genetic relatedness is outside the scope of medicine.
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Vaccine Nationalism: Striking the balance - Owen Schaefer and Julian Savulescu // Practical Ethics
A balance must be struck between vaccine nationalism and cosmopolitanism, to ensure equitable access to 
COVID-19 vaccines across the globe. 

Does it work what clinical ethicists do – and how do we evaluate it? - Joschka Haltaufderheide, Stephan 
Nadolny, Jochen Vollmann, et al. // JME Blog
Understanding the role of ethics consultants can help form reasonable expectations as to the outcomes of 
clinical ethics case consultations. 

Instead of vaccine passports, let’s push for global justice in vaccine access - Gabriela Arguedas-Ramírez 
// Hastings Bioethics Forum
A critical stance on vaccine passports from a global health justice perspective.
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